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December 11, 2017    

Meeting was called to order at 8:02. 9 members in attendance, 3 guests. 

President: Report on board meeting. Business cards and trifold orders were approved 

Vice President: not present 

Treasurer: No changes, no business. 

Secretary: Minutes approved. 

Membership: possible new members, past visitors. Chuck will rejoin. 

Media: Business cards ordered, trifolds ordered by January. 

Library: no news 

Old business: none 

New Business: Bob from Clemes and Clemes at Sheep and Wool has asked if we would 
run a Sheep to Shawl competition next year at Sheep and Wool. Discussion: We do not 
have enough time or interest to organize for 2018. Neda will call Bob to say no for next 
year. 

Heifer project report – We have purchased 25 sheep and 2 llamas since we started doing 
donations in 2000. 2 sheep and 2 llamas were donated from contributions at the 2002 
Spin In. 

We were contacted by the knitting guild in Madison. They will have a knitting program; 
will include some spinning classes too. There will be a report in the newsletter soon. 

Drawing. Those wearing their name tags were able to pick from a prize table. Prizes of 
books, small equipment and yarn were donated by board members. Be sure to wear your 
name tag for the meeting for a chance to get a prize. The board hopes this will encour-
age members to wear name tags and the prizes will generate new ideas and inspirations. 
Please feel free to bring an item to donate for next month’s drawing. Meeting adjourned 
at 8:24. 

Pot luck was enjoyed before the meeting. Send your recipes to Grace to put in newsletter 
if you want to share. A Christmas story was read by Pat for the gift exchange. Weird food 
traditions were discussed afterwards. 

Respectfully submitted, Peg Mathews, Secretary 
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January 8, 2018 Guild meeting 
Spinning Social and Show-&-Tell 

Bring Suggestions for Program Ideas, Stash Solutions & Your UFO Plans 
Remember to wear your Name Tag!! 

Winter Weather Notice 
If schools are closed, there  

will be NO meeting. 



 

Amanda Leigh’s Bacon Parmesan Stuffed Mushrooms 
Prep Time: 10 min  Cook Time: 23 min Total Time: 33 min 

 

INGREDIENTS 

12 ounces button mushrooms  
 (about 15-20 mushrooms) 
1- 8 ounce package cream cheese,  
 softened and cut into cubes 
1/4 cup finely grated parmesan cheese,  
 plus some for garnish 
4 strips bacon, cooked and crumbled 
1/4 teaspoon red pepper flake 
1/4 teaspoon black pepper 
1/4 teaspoon onion powder 
1/4 teaspoon dried parsley  
1-2 garlic cloves, minced 
A squeeze of lemon juice 
1 tablespoon olive oil 

DIRECTIONS 

Pre-heat your oven to 350 degrees. 

Remove stems from mushrooms and set aside. You’ll need these in a minute. 

Use a damp cloth to wash the mushrooms. 

Use cooking spray to coat a mini muffin tin. Arrange the mushrooms in the mini muffin tin. 

Cut any hard parts off the mushroom stems and discard. Chop up the remaining mushroom stems so 
that they’re pretty fine. 

Heat 1 tablespoon olive oil in a large non-stick skillet. Sauté chopped mushroom stems and garlic for 5
-10 minutes.  

Turn the heat to low. Stir in cream cheese, 1/4 cup parmesan cheese, crumbled bacon, red pepper 
flake, black pepper, onion powder, dried parsley, and a squeeze of lemon juice. Mix well. 

When all of the ingredients are combined, the mixture should be thick. Spoon about 1/2 tablespoon of 
mixture into each mushroom cap. You may end up with filling leftover if your mushrooms are on the 
smaller side. 

Sprinkle of bit of finely grated parmesan cheese on top of each mushroom. 

Bake in the oven for about 20 minutes. 

If you’d like the tops to brown nicely, turn on the broiler and cook for a few minutes longer, until the 
tops are golden brown.  

Watch the mushrooms carefully so that they don’t burn. 

Let the mushrooms cool for a couple of minutes before serving 



Educational Opportunity for Spinners  
I am the chairperson for Madison Knitters’ Guild’s 2018 Knit-In 
Event.  Held the weekend of March 16 – 18, 2018, the purpose of 
the event is both education and enjoyment.  In addition to clas-
ses, we have an opening night dinner, mystery cast-on lunch-
eons, fabulous door prizes and goodie bags, and a marketplace 
with over 30 vendors. 

My purpose in writing to you is to alert your group to some clas-
ses which would be of interest to spinners.  One of this year’s 
teachers is Kate Larson, the author of A Practical Spinner’s 
Guide: Wool.  Kate also teaches in several videos, including How 
to Spin Yarn to Knit.  Her articles and designs have appeared 
regularly in Spin Off magazine.  The classes Kate will be teach-
ing at the Knit-In are: 

Longwool Love (Saturday morning) 

Spinning Luxury Blends (Saturday afternoon) 

Wool Breeds Short Course (Sunday morning) 

Dorset Buttons: A Needlework Tradition (Sunday afternoon) 

Full descriptions of her classes, as well as materials, homework 
and costs are available on our website at https://
madisonknittersguild.org/.  

In addition to Kate, we have another spinner teacher, Laura Lin-
neman of the Knit Girllls podcast.  One of her classes, Knitting 
with Handspun (Sunday afternoon), might also be of interest to 
your members.  

You do not have to be a member of the Madison Knitters’ Guild 
in order to attend the Knit-In.  In fact, with over 700 members, we 
are a little challenged by our growth!  

Thank you for your help spreading the word and helping us to fill 
Kate’s classes.  I’ve attached a file with our poster for the event 
below.  More information can be found at our website, https://
madisonknittersguild.org/.  

Thanks! 

Theresa Schabes  
ttschabes@sbcglobal.net 

Happy St Distaff Day! 

Distaff Day, also called Roc Day, is 7 January, the day after the feast of the Epiphany. It is also known as Saint Distaff's Day, 
one of the many unofficial holidays in Christian nations. Many St. Distaff's Day gatherings are held, large and small, through-
out local fiber community. The distaff, or rock, used in spinning was the medieval symbol of women's work.[1] 
In many European cultural traditions, women resumed their household work after the twelve days of Christmas. Women of all 
classes would spend their evenings spinning on the wheel. During the day, they would carry a drop spindle with them.  Men 
have their own way of celebrating this occasion; this is done through Plough Monday. It is the first Monday af-
ter Epiphany where men are supposed to get back to work. 
Every few years, Distaff Day and Plough Monday falls on the same day. Often the men and women would play pranks on each 
other during this celebration, as was written by Robert Herrick in his poem "Saint Distaffs day, or the Morrow After Twelfth 
Day" which appears in his Hesperides. 

St. Distaff's Day; Or, the Morrow after Twelfth-day 
Partly work and partly play 
You must on St. Distaffs Day: 
From the plough soon free your team; 
Then cane home and fother them:  
If the maids a-spinning go,  
Burn the flax and fire the tow.  
Bring in pails of water then,  
Let the maids bewash the men.  
Give St. Distaff' all the right: 
Then bid Christmas sport good night, 
And next morrow every one  
To his own vocation.' 

Some modern craft groups have taken up the celebration of Distaff day as part of their new year celebrations. 



 

712 E. Lindbergh St. 
Appleton, WI 54911 

D e m o  
O p p o r t u n i t i e s  

 
If any one has any demo opportunity dates, please get them to one of the 
officers. The sooner we get them on our calendar, the better participation 

we get from members.  

January Meeting : 
Monday, January 8, 2018, 

6:30 Social Time/7:00 Meeting, 
Little Chute Community Center 

625 Grand Avenue, Little Chute, WI 
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Jan 8—FVSG Meeting  
Little Chute Library  
6:30 Social Time/7:00 Meeting, 

 

Jan 13—Fiber Arts Social 
Little Chute Library  
9am until 4pm-ish 

 

Jan 27—Fiber Arts Social 
Little Chute Library  
9am until 4pm-ish 

 

Feb 12—FVSG Meeting  
Little Chute Library  
6:30 Social Time/7:00 Meeting, 


