
O F F I C E R S  

 

President:  

Ryan Danke 

ryandanke@gmail.com  

920-250-0337  

  

Vice–President:  

Ann Krieg 

ra_krieg@yahoo.com   

920-915-2520 

 

Treasurer:  

Lana Biely 

lanalee.breathe@gmail.com   
920‐582‐4572 

 

Secretaries 

Amanda Leigh  

amandaleigh1106@gmail.com   
920‐850‐7400 

Peg Mathews  

astitchoutoftime@att.net   
920‐931‐5321 

 

Historian:  

Neda Ambrosius 

spinayarnbkuz@gmail.com  

920-788-0522 

 

Equipment: 

 Neda Ambrosius 

spinayarnbkuz@gmail.com  

920-788-0522 

 

Library:   

Pat McConnell 

cp5475@hotmail.com  

920-731-4997 

 

New Members/Correspondence:  

Becky Chirhart 

beckydarisoss@gmail.com   
920‐410‐0274 

 

Newsletter:  

Jean Pritchard 

jeanapritch@gmail.com   
920‐739‐6903 

 

Web Administrator:  

Laura McConaughay 

thewakefulbird@hotmail.com  
 920‐809‐7467 

 

Website  

www.foxvalleyspinners.org 

 

Email 

FVSGuild@gmail.com 

 

Facebook  

https://www.facebook.com/

foxvalleyspinners 

 The meeting was called to order 
at 7:00 by Ann. 17 members were in 
attendance. 
There were no reports from the President 
or Vice president. 
 Treasurer report: We now have 23 
paid members. Our checking account is 
$873.43 and savings is $5,004.32. Name 
tag expenses were $27.87 and were 
approved and paid. The family 
membership was discussed; a change to 
$28.00 a year was voted on and approved.  
This amount is easier to prorate for new 
members joining midyear. The treasurer 
will create a budget to present in January.  
Please get requests to Lana by the next 
meeting. Please pay dues if you have not 
already. 
 Secretary report: Motion and 
approval of last month’s minutes as 
presented in the last newsletter. 
 Web Admn: no report 
 Library: no report 
 Equipment: no report 
 New Members: New member packets 
will be ready by January. Making a 
downloadable file was recommended, 
plus a folder with print outs of all the info. 
Lana offers to print off the copies. 
 Newsletter Report: nothing new 
 Historian: nothing new 
 Old Business: Completed name tags 
were handed out. Grace will finish the last 
4. A gift for Judy Brown for digitizing the 
design is being considered. 
Officer meeting: Dec. 10th at Seth’s.  The 
room will be held from 5:00 – 9:00, start 
time will be 6:30. 
 Business cards: Jean Pritchard is 
working on this.  Grace suggests using 
Vista Print because of excellent pricing. 
 Basket class: Basket show of 7 
baskets done!  14 people attended class. 
 Next meeting is Dec. 14th. It will be 
the annual Christmas Pot Luck and gift 
exchange. Keep your gift pricing in the $5 
- $10 range.  It is your choice if you want 
to participate in the gift exchange. Heifer 
Project donations will be accepted at the 
Dec. meeting. Brochures will be 
available. 
Demos: Jean Pritchard demoed spinning 

at the Maker’s Fair at Barnes and Noble. 

Maker’s Fair has a building in Appleton. 

This group shares the building, resources 
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The Heifer Project 
 You may or may not know that our spinning guild 
has a tradition of giving to the Heifer Project every 
year around Christmas time. I decided to do a little 
research about this international organization. 
 
 “Giving an animal is like giving someone a 

small business, providing wool, milk, eggs 
and more. Animal donations can provide 
families a hand up, increasing access to 
medicine, school, food and a sustainable 
livelihood.” (from Heifer Project 
International web site) 

 
 They say that giving provides nine time the 
impact because “families who receive your gift 
become donors as they pass on the gift to other 
families in their community. This allows them to 
help others as you have helped them.  
 This global organization has been helping 
communities for over 70 years. They strive “to 
attain sustainable livelihoods through community
-owned interventions” in more than 125 
countries.” Their goal is to help families to help 
themselves. They have helped over 22.6 million 
families to lift themselves out of hunger and 
poverty.  
 There is an old Chinese proverb that says “ 
Give a man a fish and you feed him for a day. 
Teach a men to fish and you feed him for a 
lifetime.”  The Heifer project lives up to this 
adage in many ways. They continually 
emphasize providing training in farming practice 
and business so these families can help 
themselves. 
 This seems especially appropriate for this 
time of year, when we are all thinking about 
giving. We give gifts to our families and friends. 
Here is an opportunity to give to people around 
the world who need it the most. We are asking 
our 
members 
donate to 
this 



December 14, 2015 Guild Meeting 
 

This is our annual Christmas potluck and gift 
exchange. Please bring a dish to pass. Pat will 
provide paper plates, tableware, cups and 
such. You do not need to bring a gift to 
attend the meeting. If you decide to bring a 
gift, keep it under about $5.00.  

 

Rambouillet 

 

The Rambouillet is the "backbone" of the 
American Sheep Industry, forming the 
foundation of most western range flocks and 
raised throughout the United States. The 
Rambouillet descends entirely from the 
Spanish Merino. In fact, it is the French 
version of the Merino developed when Louis 
XVI imported 386 Spanish Merinos in 1786 
for his estate at Rambouillet.  
 
Though named for the town in France, the 
breed owes much of its development to 
Germany and the United States. The 
Rambouillet is a dual purpose sheep, 
producing a desirable carcass and good fine 
wool. Rambouillets are large sized, rugged 
and long-lived with a strong flocking instinct. 
Rambouillet ewes possess many desirable 
traits which have resulted in their inclusion 
in crossbreeding programs to improve lamb 
production. 

Breed category: fine wool, dual-purpose 

 

From http://www.sheep101.info/
breedsR.html#Rambo 

Why Rambouillet Sheep? 

 

Rambouillet sheep are raised successfully 

in a range of climate conditions from the 

scarce brush area of Texas to the extreme 

cold winters of Wisconsin. Breeders are 

also realizing the possibilities of raising 

the Rambouillet in diverse international 

environments such as Mexico, India and 

Canada. The ability of the Rambouillet to 

produce both meat and wool of high 

quality, with little feed and at a wide 

range of temperatures, are the key factors 

to maximizing breeders' profits per acre. 

In this era of technology push, the 

producer must learn to minimize costs by 

increasing efficiency. The Rambouillet can 

attain this goal. For many years, the 

Rambouillet has been known as the profit 

"cornerstone" of the U.S. sheep industry. 

 

http://www.countrylovin.com/ARSBA/

index.htm 



Bohus Knitting 
 If you have done color knitting or would 

like to do so this is for you. Bohus Knitting is a 

form of 

stranded 

knitting 

similar to 

intarsia and 

Fair Isle. 

Bohus 

Knitting 

1939-

1969 
   Emma Jacobsson organized Bohus 
Stickning in 1939 to provide relief work for 
women in the economically depressed Bohuslan 
district. Bohus knitting became world famous for 
producing designs of the highest quality, 
typically made from angora wool. Jacobsson 
closed Bohus Stickning in 1969. The Swedish 
economy had improved; women had more 
options for better paying work; the designs 
themselves had become so complex that  many 

women found 
them too 
difficult to 
knit; and the 
popularity of 
cheaper, 
synthetic 
materials was 

revolutionizing the market.  

What is Bohus Stickning?  
 There was no tradition of knitting in 
Bohuslans to build on when Emma Jacobsson 
founded Bohus Stickning in 1939. Wife of 
Bohuslan’s Governor Malte Jacobsson, Emma 
was a talented designer who over the years hired 
several professional artists to help her design and 
create patterns. Among them were Vera 
Bjurstrom, Anna-Lisa Mannheimer Lunn, Ulla 
E:son Bodin, Karin Ivarsson, Annika Malmstrom
-Bladini, and Kerstin Olson. 
 The Bohus collection was only available as 

ready-made garments in a few select stores in 
Sweden and abroad. Patterns and yarns were not 
for sale. Only after the business closed were 
yarns and patterns made available to knitting 
enthusiasts.  
Patterns and 
designers  
 The 
secret to Bohus 
Stickning’s 
success was 
exquisite 
designs created 
by the best 
textile artists 
using yarn of 
the highest 
quality.  The 
business was 
based in 
Gothenburg, 
and the yarns 
and patterns were distributed to knitters who 
lived in Northern Bohuslan. Finished garments 
were returned to Gothenburg for inspection 
before being shipped to reputable firms in major 
cities. Knitting instruction was required of all 
women who participated. It not only guaranteed 
the quality of the finished products but built a 
strong social network among the knitters. One of 
the benefits of this work was a week-long holiday 
away from home—a concept that was unknown 
to rural women at the time. 
 The quality of Bohus knitwear attracted 
attention far beyond Sweden’s borders. Upscale 
department stores 
in the U.S., 
Canada, 
Switzerland, 
France, and 
Denmark sold these 
coveted garments.  
  



Edited by Jean Pritchard 

jeanapritch@gmail.com 

D e m o  

O p p o r t u n i t i e s  

 

If any one has any demo opportunity dates, please get them to one of the 

officers. The sooner we get them on our calendar, the better participation 

we get from members.  

December Meeting : 

Monday, December 14, 2015, 

6:30 Social Time/7:00 Meeting, 

Little Chute Community Center 

625 Grand Avenue, Little Chute, WI 

 

C A L E N D A R   2 0 1 5 -
2 0 1 6  

Dec 14—FVSG Meeting  

Dec 19 —Fiber Arts Social 

Little Chute Library  

830/9am until 5pm-ish 

Jan 2 —Fiber Arts Social 

Little Chute Library  

830/9am until 5pm-ish 

Jan 16 —Fiber Arts Social 

Little Chute Library  

830/9am until 5pm-ish 


