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May Program:  

Fiber Washing 
and Preparation. 

The April meeting was called to order at 
7pm by Ryan. There were 18 members pre-
sent, and 4 guests. 

All four of our guests are considering joining 
the guild. Welcome Penny, Tina, Kathy and 
Jodi! 

Reports:  
President - the survey results were pub-

lished in the newsletter. Thank you to 
everyone who participated. 

Vice President - sign-up sheets were availa-
ble for volunteers who are willing to run 
a guild program. We are looking for vol-
unteers to share their knowledge of top-
ics like: drumcarder use, wheel parts 
and maintenance, fleece preparation, 
and fiber dying, among others. If you can 
help and have not signed up yet, just let 
Ann know what you'd like to share.   
Ann is also coordinating a reed basket 
weaving workshop. Stay tuned for info 
as it becomes available.   
Ann also reminded us about the Timber 
Rattlers Stitch N Pitch night. The date is 
June 3rd. For tickets or questions con-
tact Seth Merrill 920-733-4152 ext. 
225. 

Secretary - approved as printed. 
Treasurer - nothing to report  
Membership - nothing to report  
Web Manager - position still open 
Librarian - Pat brought Ply and Spin-Off is-

sues for us to check-out - literally! 
Equipment - Mary brought some misc. 

equipment that she doesn't know if the 
guild wants to keep it or not. If you have 
suggestions please contact her or any 
officer with your ideas. It has been sug-
gested that the items be auctioned to 
guild members at our rummage/picnic 
in July. 

Newsletter - If you need guild fliers for de-
mos, Grace has them; let her know. 

By-law committee - nothing to report. 

 

Old business: 
Spinning socials - both the Monday night 

and Saturday socials are going well. 

Sinawa - sign-up and meal discussion after 
the business meeting.  

New business: 
Pat let us know we have received our last 

issue of Ply for the current subscription. 
The motion was made and carried to re-
subscribe to this publication. 

Program review: 
May program will be fiber wash/prep watch 

your newsletter for info. 

Demo opportunities: 
The demo at Irish Acres is the Saturday of 

Mother’s Day weekend. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 and fol-
lowed by show and tell. 

Respectfully submitted,  
Neda Jo Ambrosius 

More information at  
http://www.dcshepherdsmarket.com/ 



Stitches Midwest 2015 is here!! 

 

Let's spend the day shopping for yarn, fibers and all sorts of 
notions with hundreds of other like-minded people in Schaum-
burg, Illinois on Friday August 7th.  Join us and visit the more than 
240 vendors in one location, and maybe win a door prize! 

A coach bus from Lamers Bus Lines will whisk us away for the 
day and return us safely home. The price is  $40 per person and 
includes: bus, admission to show and driver tip.  

If this sounds like a great way to spend Friday August 7th, 
then complete the registration form below and return it with your 
payment as soon as possible to ensure yourself a seat on the Har-
vey Knitting Bus!  

Menasha Departure:  6:00 am from Menasha ShopKo park-
ing lot (1578 Appleton Rd). You MUST be at the pick up by 5:45 
am!! 

Oshkosh Departure:  6:30 am from Staples parking lot (1126 
S Koeller Rd). You MUST be at the pick up by 6:15 am!! 

We will stop at the Lake Forest toll plaza on the way 

Return:  We will leave the convention center at 6 pm and re-
turn to Oshkosh around 9:30 and Menasha around 10 pm.  

We will stop at the Lake Forest toll plaza for dinner 

You do NOT have a seat until I receive your payment, I cannot 
hold seats on a verbal “count me in”! 

*****All registration forms must include full payment and 
there will be no refunds unless your seat can be filled by someone 
else.***** 

 

Stitches Midwest 2015 Registration Form 

Please keep the top half of this sheet as a reference and re-
turn the bottom half with your registration. 

Mail form to: Laura Harvey 217 S Arlington St Appleton WI 
54915 

Make checks payable to: Laura Harvey. **Your check will be 
cashed upon receipt as the bus has already been charged to my 
account** 

My cell # is: 920-475-7941  Please use this # to reach me 
the day of the event. I will require a cell # from everyone so you 
can be reached if need be during the event. 

Email me with questions at deli217@yahoo.com 

***Registrations accepted until we reach our max of 50*** 

*********************************************** 

Name:_____________________________________________ 

address:____________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

Cell phone #:   _______________________________________ 

Email (for trip info)____________________________________ 

Amount enclosed:______________________________________ 

**Our bus is not handicap accessible, a fold up walker can be 
used but there are steps to get on the bus. 

Take Your Spindle for a Stroll 

Spinning doesn't have to be a stationary activity! In today's post, 
Spinning Daily contributor Ann Elizabeth Durham "walks" us 
through strolling while spinning. Read on and you'll be outside 
carving your own path in no time! – 

Oh, the spinner's dilemma.  After a 
long day at work, you just want to un-
wind and do a little spinning.  On the 
other hand, you've been cooped up all 
day, probably sitting, and it would be 
really nice to go for a walk.  Decisions, 
decisions.  Which to choose? 

How about doing both?  Grab your 
spindle and go for a walk!  "But I can't 
walk and spin at the same time," you 
protest.   Nonsense.  Thousands of 
people for thousands of years have 
walked and spun at the same time-going to market or tending 
the sheep.  Granted, they usually learned how to do this by the 
time they were five years old, so you may have some catching up 
to do, but all it takes is a little practice. 

Start by using your spindle when you're standing up.  No 
problem, right?  Now try shifting your weight from one foot to the 
other. Easy enough?  You're almost there.  Just take a step when 
you shift your weight.  Now take another step when you shift your 
weight back.  You're walking!   At first you might feel more com-
fortable practicing in your living room or backyard, but you'll soon 
be ready for that walk. 

Some hints: 
Don't use your favorite spindle--you don't want to worry about 

dropping it.  I prefer the toy-wheel-on-a-stick spindle for my 
walks.  I find it easier to reach down and give it an extra twirl if I 
use a low-whorl spindle, but I've also used high-whorl spindles--
either will work.  

Chose a fiber that you're comfortable with and that drafts 
easily.  Accept that at first you won't be spinning your best yarns; 
there is a learning curve here.  This might be a good time for one 
of those funky multicolor multifiber batts that don't have to be 
spun perfectly.  

Use an easily-managed amount of fiber.  I experimented with 
various distaffs to hold a length of roving but have found it easier 
just to pull off a piece of roving 6-8" long (I carry a small pouch to 
hold my roving).  Or you can use a rolag.  

Use good spinning posture.  Don't hold your hands in front of 
your face to watch the drafting triangle.  Your shoulders will com-
plain, and it will be hard to see where you're going.  Keep your 
shoulders down and your hands in 
front of you and draft horizontally be-
tween your hands.  When your spindle 
reaches the ground, wrap the yarn 
around your fingers (I do a figure 8) to 
bring it up, rather than lifting your hand 
high in the air.  

Most of all--enjoy the experi-
ence.  It's OK to stop walking to make a 
join (or pick up a dropped spindle).  It's 
OK to stop spinning if you want to ad-
mire some flowers.  And you'll probably 
find yourself talking about spin-
ning to people who are fascinated 
by what you're doing.  
Happy strolling! 

Walking while spinning can 
offer a number of benefits!  
Photo by Ann Elizabeth 
Durham.  

It might take some practice at 
first, but if you work at it, you'll be 
walking and spinning in no time.  
Photo by Ann Elizabeth Durham.  



May 11, 2015 Guild Meeting 
May Program: Fiber Washing and Preparation 



 

Edited by Grace Petersen 
gdpetersen@yahoo.com  

D e m o  
O p p o r t u n i t i e s  

 
If any one has any demo opportunity dates, please get them to one of the 
officers. The sooner we get them on our calendar, the better participation 

we get from members.  

May Meeting : 
Monday, May 11, 2015, 

6:30 Social Time/7:00 Meeting, 
Little Chute Community Center 

625 Grand Avenue, Little Chute, WI 

C A L E N D A R     2 0 1 5  
 

  May 9 —Fiber Arts Social 
Little Chute Library  
10am until 4pm-ish 

  May 11—FVSG Meeting  
May Program: Fiber Washing 
and Preparation 

  May 23—Fiber Arts Social 
Little Chute Library  
830/9am until 5pm-ish 

  Jun 1—Fiber Arts Social 
First Congregational Church UCC 
724 E South River St Appleton 
6:30 to 8:30 PM 

  Jun 6 —Fiber Arts Social 
Little Chute Library  
830/9am until 5pm-ish 

  Jun 8—FVSG Meeting  

  Jun 20 —Fiber Arts Social 
Little Chute Library  
830/9am until 5pm-ish 


